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Welcome to Mount Morris 

    In 1818, the town of Mount Morris was officially 
formed. Prominent among its first known citizens was 
General William A. Mills. His home, the Mills 
Mansion, is now owned and operated by the Mount 
Morris Historical Society. The historic district encom-
passes much of the downtown area. Come stroll through 
history and enjoy a variety of landmark properties from 
the past.  
   
     The Main Street historic district is architecturally 
and historically significant. With its exceptionally intact 
residential neighborhoods, it illustrates the development of 
the village during the nineteenth and early twentieth cen-
tury. The Main Street district is one of Mount Morris’ 
earliest residential neighborhoods.  
     Mount Morris continued to grow rapidly as a stop on 
the Genesee Valley Canal. The busy trading and manu-
facturing center dealt mainly with agricultural endeavors. 

      

14 Main Street Mills Mansion: This two-story 
building features a typical Federal era 
form being three-bays wide, rectan-
gular, and having a gable-roofed 
main block with its ridge parallel to 
the road. The early Greek Revival style 
is evident in the bold, flat-arched 
stone lintels above the door and win-

dow openings, and the recessed entrance flanked by 
Ionic columns. 

125 Main Street: The Queen 
Anne design two-story resi-

dence has a bay window with pilas-
ters and a three-part arched stained 
glass transom. Above the angled 
bay window, the second story has 
sunburst wood carvings topped 
with an octagonal roof.  

127 Main Street: This Queen Anne home demon-
strates the features of this eclectic de-
sign through the three-story square 
tower with bracketed eaves and iron 
roof cresting. The home dons the 
decorative details of scroll brackets on 
the front façade porch, chamfered Ital-

ianate posts, and simple square balustrade.  

133 Main Street: This two-story home has a ga-
bled roof rear wings and sits on a cut stone foun-

dation. Behind the house sits a two
-story carriage barn that has three 
bays with double hinged doors, a 
square cupola, board-and-batten 
siding and a gabled roof. 
   

137 Main Street: Fashioned in the Colonial Re-
vival style, the main entrance 

to this two-story home is 
Adamesque with a glazed fan light 
and side lights. Doric pilasters 
and columns support the low-
pitched, hipped entrance roof. 
    

139 Main Street: This struc-
ture of Queen Anne design, is 

shown through brick laid in English 
bond, decorative wood shingles in 
dormers and gable ends, stone 
quoins on the corners, and asphalt 

roof shingles. This home sits on a stone foundation.  

145 Main Street:  Rebuilt in 
the Neoclassical style, the two-

story porch has a curved central 
projection and is supported by 
fluted Ionic columns. Built in 1838, 
the home has 34 rooms and was 
originally owned by the Wisner’s. 
The original kitchen was in the basement and beneath 
the kitchen is a room once used as a Underground 
Railroad station. The residence is currently operated 
as the Allegiance Bed & Breakfast. 

163 Main Street: Built in 
1848, this home is the birth-

place of Francis Bellamy, author of 
the Pledge of Allegiance to the 
Flag. The Francis Bellamy House 
is a vernacular interpretation of 

the Greek Revival style. The main block of the house is 
three bays wide and four bays deep. The entrance fea-
tures a paneled door, fluted pilasters with sidelights, 
and a transom.  

176 Main Street: The Union 
School of Mount Morris was 

organized in 1844 by the consolida-
tion of four districts. In 1845 the 
one-story brick school house was 
built at an expense of $3,500. In 
1910 a second story of frame construction was added. 
It has since been used as a private residence.  
 

Legends are made in Mount Morris. 
Come share the greatness with us! 
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Mount Morris, NY 

Mount Morris is named after Robert Morris, the 

Financier of the American Revolution, who purchased 

much of the land from Phelps and Gorham and 

bought additional land from Ebenezer Allen. Mor-

ris was famous for being one of the cosigners of the 

Declaration of Independence and for allocating 

funds to George Washington in order to purchase 

supplies to fight the British.  
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  8 State Street: This home is a large, two-story, cu-
bic-massed, Italianate style brick building. 
The low-pitched, hipped roof has broadly 
projecting eaves and is surmounted by a 
large cupola ornamented with paired, 
elaborate scroll brackets.  
   

   

43 Chapel Street: This is a for-
mer parsonage of the Methodist 

Episcopal Church. Birthplace of John 
Wesley Powell. 

  

45 Chapel Street: This church 
replaces the original church which was con-

structed under the supervision of 
Reverend Joseph Powell. There were 
expectations that the Methodist Epis-
copal Church would grow as Mount 
Morris became an important part on 
the Genesee Valley Canal.  

 
 8 Main Street: A late Federal/early Greek Revival 
style dwelling, this home fea-

tures flat-arched stone lintels above 
six-over-six double-hung sash win-
dows. A slightly recessed entrance 
is surrounded by sidelights, a tran-
som light and a flat-arched stone 
transom. 
   
On your way to Grove Street, take a seat on the bench 
overlooking the Genesee Valley Canal which was built 
through the village to connect Rochester and Olean. The 
building of the Canal was of great importance to the devel-
opment of the Genesee Valley region allowing merchants to 
efficiently transport their goods. The Canal also gave access 
to the Erie Canal.  In 1878, due to high maintenance costs 
the Canal was forced to close. This allowed the railroad, 
which ran parallel to the Canal, to flourish.  
   

13 Grove Street: This is an intact example of the 
late Victorian era eclectic style domestic architecture. 

Dating back to the 1860-1870’s, the 
building’s most notable hallmarks 
include a profusion of Eastlake style 
scroll-sawn and turned wooden or-
namentation which is overlaid on 
an Italianate-inspired main block.  

story, side-gabled front block, a one-and-one-half story 
side-gabled east wing, a two-story side-gabled west 
wing, and various rear additions. The wrap-around, flat
-roofed Colonial Revival verandah has double paired 
fluted Doric columns, a denticulated entablature and a 
curved top balustrade with turned spindles. Two deco-
rative cast iron balconies are seen on the westernmost 
bays of both floors on the front façade with four brick 
chimneys rising above the roof ridge. A contributing 
mounting block curbside is original and bears the name 
of the first owner of the house, Mr. H.P. Mills. 

47 Murray Street: This is a 
two-story, four bay wide, L-

Plan, Second Empire residence with 
a mansard roof and tower. The 
front porch features a mansard 
roof, fluted columns, segmental 

arches with dentils and a keystone center, and an acorn 
motif trim. This residence was designed by a female 
architect named Anna Rockfellow.    

 

12 Eagle Street: Built in 1856, this two-story, 
cross-gabled Italian Villa style 

house with a square tower sits up 
on a small hill. The chamfered 
posts and delicate woodwork 
adorn the one-story porch that sits 
between the tower and front-
gabled section. Take note of the 
tower with the bracketed, cast iron balcony.  

   

10 Eagle Street: Built in 
1852, this one and one-half 

story home is built in the Carpenter 
Gothic style. The one-story porch 
has delicate posts and gingerbread 
woodwork.  

 Settlement along State Street may have begun as early 
as 1810 paralleling the growth of the village. State and 
Eagle Street developed into a broad, tree-lined residen-
tial area and became the village’s foremost neighborhood. 
Together, the buildings in this area of the historic district 
possess architectural sophistication and a high degree of 
integrity in design, materials, setting, and craftsmanship.  

   

34 State Street: This two and one-half story side-
gabled, brick house has a pedimented, full-height 

portico at the front. The portico, 
which appears to be an early-
twentieth century Neoclassical ad-
dition, features Ionic  columns 
and pilasters and clay tile floor-
ing. The façade is five bays wide 
with a wide frieze band.  

152-154 Main Street: 
This home, a two and one-

half story Second Empire style 
double residence, features a 
straight roof shape and decora-
tive brackets under the extended 
roof eaves. All the front win-
dows have segmented arched stone window headers 
and paired entrances on the front façade with double 
paneled doors and overhead semicircular windows. 

140 Main Street: This two and one-half story 
structure in veneer brick is five bays wide with var-

ied depth. This side-gabled Georgian Revival residence 
has elaborate classical details such 
as highly decorated roof eaves with 
medallions. The three attic dormer 
windows at the front of the house 
are adorned with pediments over 
round-arched, double-hung sash 
windows.  

126 Main Street: This Queen 
Anne style home was built in 1892 

by architect Peter Aex. The two and 
one-half story residence is three bays 
wide with a hipped roof and rectangu-
lar floor plan. The front gabled porch 
has dentils and stick work, wooden 
columns decorated with bands, and 
capitals in groups of three. 
   

Murray Street was named for John R. Murray, son of 
John and Harriet Murray. The Murray’s were among 
those who purchased the Mount Morris Tract after the 
death of the original owner, Robert Morris, in 1806. Mr. 
Murray made large donations to the construction of St. 
John’s Episcopal Church. The Murray Street historic dis-
trict is significant because it contains buildings illustrat-
ing diverse American architectural styles from the 1820’s 
to the 1920’s.  
   

30 Murray Street: Built by Peter 
Aex in 1894, this two and one-half 

story Queen Anne style home is known 
as being the first house in Mount Mor-
ris to have electricity. The combination 
of clapboard sides and wooden shingles 
have been used to portray the many 

facets of Victorian architecture. 
The lot is marvelously land-
scaped with Victorian gardens 
enclosed with an iron fence.  

38 Murray Street: This 
house consists of a two-

32 State Street: The two and 
one-half story Georgian Revival 

style brick house is five bays wide 
with a center entrance. There is a 
sun porch on the rear wing of the 
second floor with shingled walls 
and pilasters.  

27 State Street: This Queen Anne style home was 
built in 1896 by Peter Aex. Since its construction 

the O’Leary family has resided 
here.  The home displays almost all 
of the distinctive traits of the Queen 
Anne style: varied use of brick, 
stone, shingles and clapboard, 
decorative exterior woodwork, 
round tower and turrets, elaborate 
chimneys, protruding bays, numer-

ous gables, and lovely stained glass windows. The car-
riage house reflects the architecture of the main house. 

25 State Street: St. John’s 
Church was built in 1854 of local 

brick in the Gothic Revival style featuring 
a prominent corner tower with a tall 
slate clad spire. The church was a gift of 
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Murray to the 
Episcopal congregation. Mr. and Mrs. 
Murray are buried on the church 
grounds. A trefoil medallion window is 
in the area above the door with lancet 
windows on either side.  

   

23 State Street: St. John’s 
Parsonage, built in 1867 by An-

drew Schwimer, is notable for its 
steeply pitched gabled roof and or-
namental bargeboards in the Car-
penter Gothic style.  

   

22 State Street: This home 
was built in 1840 in the Greek 

Revival style. The main block 
of this large two and one-half 
story side-gabled house is four 
bays wide. Notice the one-
story Colonial Revival porch 
with curved corners, paired 
Doric columns, and a spindled 

balustrade. Mary Seymour Howell, who wrote the suf-
frage bill that the New York State Assembly passed in 
1892 grew up here.  

16 State Street: This two-
story brick Italianate house was 

built around 1872. Notice the intri-
cate trefoil and quatrefoil carvings 
in the wooden panels in the arches 
above the windows. 
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